U-LINK (University of Miami - Laboratory for INtegrative Knowledge) Predoctoral
Fellowship in Interdisciplinary Research

Applications Due: March 31, 2023 by 5PM
Earliest Start Date: August 1, 2023

Purpose: U-LINK seeks applications from doctoral students who desire to pursue problem-based
interdisciplinary research. The U-LINK Predoctoral Fellowship requires the student to identify at
least two UM faculty advisors, representing at least two distinct disciplines, with whom to complete
his or her dissertation work. We especially encourage project proposals that tackle problems
aligning with UM’s Roadmap To Our New Century initiative (http://roadmap.miami.edu); e.g.,
addressing environmental challenges, engineering smart/connected cities, promoting health and
wellness, cultivating a culture of belonging, and applying the potential of big data to global issues.
The U-LINK Predoctoral Fellowship is an excellent opportunity for innovative doctoral students
interested in completing their dissertation in a dynamic, interdisciplinary environment. The
fellowship is comprised of a stipend of $40,000 each year plus 100% health insurance subsidy
while a student is supported by the U-LINK fellowship. The award period for the first year begins
August 1, 2023 and ends May 31, 2024. The second and third years begin on June 1%, if the
awardee has been approved a continuation of their fellowship. The awardee may remain a fellow
until the successful completion of his/her dissertation defense (if the fellow is in good standing
with the program, is still earning academic credit hours toward their degree at the University and
has been deemed to be making timely progress toward degree completion by the U-LINK
Research Council) up to a maximum of 3 years.

Eligibility: The U-LINK Predoctoral Fellowship is intended for exceptional graduate students
already enrolled in a University of Miami doctoral program and highly committed to engaging in
problem-based interdisciplinary research. Applicants should not have completed all their
coursework unless they have already taken coursework in a second discipline that is relevant to
the proposed project. Applicants must be currently in good standing with their graduate program.

Application Process: Candidates should engage with their proposed advisors to develop an
interdisciplinary project proposal and complete an online application (see application materials
below) by 5PM on March 31, 2023 via the InfoReady Review System:
https://miami.infoready4.com/#competitionDetail/1876591.

Follow the steps below to apply via the InfoReady Review System:

Click on the competition link above, or go to https://miami.infoready4.com

Log in by using your UM Single Sign-On credentials

Search for the “U-LINK Predoctoral Fellowship in Interdisciplinary Research”
Select the competition

Click on “Submit Application” and follow the instructions on the page

Once you have completed the steps above, click on “Submit Application” at the
bottom of the page to submit your application
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Application Materials (Please submit the following as part of your application):
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Proposal Title

2. Abstract (100-word max, jargon-free)

3. Research Proposal: You will be asked to separately address each of the following
questions in the online application. (The proposal should be written for a general
academic audience (avoid jargon; and define all technical terms, when necessary)).

a. Which distinct disciplinary fields will you combine, and how will you combine
them? You will need to provide the names and departmental affiliations of your
co-advisors. (Maximum of 200 words).

b. What is the complex, societally relevant problem you would like to tackle? Please
include the central question that will drive your research, referencing literature
relevant to the work you are proposing. (Maximum of 500 words).

c. Describe your proposed research. (Maximum of 500 words).

d. Why is an interdisciplinary approach necessary to tackle your research problem?
(Maximum of 200 words)

e. Training plan: How will you acquire expertise in your second discipline? Please
provide a list of relevant courses you have taken (or would propose taking) and
any other activities (such as working in a co-advisor’s lab or research group) that
would provide a solid foundation in the disciplines relevant to the proposed
project. (Maximum of 300 words)

f. Describe the significance and contribution of your research to your field and
other fields. How will society benefit from the results of your work? (Maximum of
300 words)

4. CV from applicant and two co-advisors

5. Letters of support from two co-advisors

6. Unofficial graduate transcript

Evaluation Criteria:

1. Proposed research addresses an important societal challenge

2. |Interdisciplinarity of the proposed approach to the problem and the necessity for multiple
disciplines to address the identified problem

3. Interdisciplinarity of the co-advisors (are the disciplines sufficiently diverse?)

4. Potential scholarly/scientific impact (i.e., research is innovative and will have an impact
on not only the research community, but society as a whole)

5. Proposal is written clearly, and for a general academic audience

6. Readiness of the applicant and selected advisors for conducting a dissertation across
disciplines (exploring new methods, theories, practices of another field)

7. Academic performance and/or scholarly record of the applicant. Year-to-year renewal of
the U-LINK fellowship is contingent on satisfactory progress toward degree completion.

Contact: For questions related to the application process, and/or assistance with the InfoReady
Review System, please contact Eva Olivares.
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